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;Aid for cleaning feet - has c/shaped head with bristles removably 
enQogeable with elongate handle 
COBBOLDAV 25.05.76-GB-021591 
' (12.11.80) A46b-05 
The aid for cleansing the feet comprises an elongate handb 
m to one end of which a C-shaped head 'Z) is attached. 
N * ' lying m a plane 

transverse to the 
handle axis. The 
head is releasabiy 
engaged with the 
handle and is provi- 
ded with an arrange- 
ment of bristsles.- 

The other end of 
the handle is provi- 
! - ded with a hand grip 

The handle may have two arms (5, 6) meeting at an 
elbow (4) at an obtuse angle. These bristles (13) may be 
brovided as extensions to the arms of the shaped head 
for cleaning bet we^he toe s. 24. 5. 77 (4pp995) 
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(71) I, ADA Victoria Cobbold, a 
Bntisn subject of 26 Pennell Street, Lincoln, 
do hereby declare the invention, for which I 
prav that a patent may be granted to me, 
5 and the method by which it is to be per* 
formed, to be particularly described in and 
by the following statement: — 

The present mvention relates to personal 
cleansing aids. 

10 At present many elderly and handicapped 
persons find it difficult to carry out full per- 
sonal ablutions without outside assistance, 
from for example, nurses, and family. The 
object of the present invention is, therefore, 

15 to provide a cleansing aid, of particular use 
to elderly or handicapped persons, which 
can be used to cleanse the less accessible 
parts of the body, particularly the feet and 
toes. 

20 According to the present invention there 
is provided a personal cleansing aid for use 
in cleansing the feet, comprising an elongate 
handle one end portion of which is readily- 
releasably engaged with a generally 

25 C-shaped cleansing head intermediate the 
ends of the head such that the C-shaped sec- 
tion of the head lies in a plane transverse the 
longitudinal axis of tne handle portion 
engaged therewith, the opposite end portion 

30 of the handle being provided with a hand 
grip. 

Preferably the handle has two arms meet- 
ing at an elbow, the two arms preferablv 
being inclined at an obtuse angle to each 
35 other. 

In a preferred embodiment of the inven- 
tion, the head is attached to a shorter of the 
two arms and the arms of the C-shape 
extend from the said shorter arm in a direc- 

40 tion generally opposite that of the longer 
arm of the handle. 

The particular configuration of the handle 
and cleansing head allow a person to use the 
cleansing aid with either hand such that the 

45 back of the torso and all parts of the feet and 



legs, for example the back of the heel, the 
sole of the foot and the heel can be reached 
with the cleansing head. Preferably also the 
transverse cross-section of the head is of 
substantial extent in a direction perpendicu- 50 
lar to the plane of the Crsection and the free 
ends of the arms of the C-shape are suffi- 
ciently thin to be passed between the toes of 
a person usinp the cleansing aid. 

The cleansmg head may be provided with 55 
an arrangement of bristles set into the 
cleansing head in which case the bristle 
arrangement preferably includes bristles set 
in each end of the cleansing head so as to 
form a continuation of the respective arm of 60 
the C-shape and which can be used to clean 
between the toes. Alternatively, or in addi- 
tion, the bristle arrangement may include 
bristles set in a central portion of the cleans- 
ing head. Bristles of differing coarseness 65 
may be set in different parts of the head, 
softer bristles being provided for general 
washing and coarser bristles for scrubbing 
the toes. 

In an alternative embodiment of the 70 
invention the cleansing head has a cover of 
foam rubber, towelling or other suitable 
material, or a removable cover which can be 
fitted over a cleansing head set with bristles 
may be provided. Thus, covers can be pro- 75 
vided which are suitable for example, for 
washing or drying the body or for apphdng 
cream or powder. In each case the ends of 
the arms of the C-shaped head, togeth r 
with the cover, are preferably sufficiently 80 
thin to be passed between the toes so that 
washing, d^ing or other operations can be 
carried out effectively. . 

In the present invention the cleansing 
head is removably attached to the handle 85 
such that interchangeable heads having dif- 
ferent bristle arrangements and different 
covers of foam rubter or material may be 
provided. Preferably the covers are also 
removable so that only one cleansing head 90 
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need be provided for use with several cov- 
ers. Other advantages are the cheapness of 
replacement of detachable worn covers and 
ease of washing the covers themselves. 
5 The cleansing head may, in addition, be 
so formed that it can cooperate with a 
removable bristle section ano/or removable 
covers. 

The handle and cleansing head of the pre- 

10 sent invention may be made from wood, 
plastics or other material which has suitable 
properties of lightness and strength. If made 
of plastics material they are preferably 
moulded, and may if desired be resilieritly 

IS flexible. 

Cleansing aids according to the present 
invention may be made with handles of var- 
ious lengths, out the handles are preferably 
of the order of eighteen inches in lenjgth for 

20 use by children and twenty-four inches for 
use by adults. 

The end of the handle remote from the 
cleansing head is preferably formed as a 
hand-erip which is easy to grasp when wet 

25 and which is sufficiently large to be ^aspfd 
by a person suffering from arthritis. The 
hand grip may alternatively be formed such 
that it can be grasped by ah artificial hand. 
In order to allow the cleansing head to be 

30 readily removable, the end portion of the 
handle to which the head is attached is pref- 
erably formed with a rectangular cross sec- 
tion, the cleansing head being formed with a 
cooperating recess into which the said end 

35 portion fits with sufficient tightness to attach 
the head to the handle, in this case the 
cross-section of the end portion is preferably 
sufficiently thin for the end to be inserted 
between a plaster cast and an injured limb 

40 encased in the plaster. Other means of 
attachment of the cleansing head to the 
handle, such as a screw-connection or snap 
engagement, are also feasible. 
Although the cleansing aid according to 

45 the present invention has particular use for 
personal cleansing, cleansing heads suitable 
tor cleansing shoes, for example, could also 
be provided for aids having removable 
heaas. 

50 One embodiment of the invention will 
now be more particularly described by way 
of example, with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a deans- 

55 ing aid according to the invention provided 
with a removable cleansing head set with 
bristles; and 

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view of the 
cleansine aid according to the invention 

60 provided with a removable cleansing head 
with a foam rubber cover, taken along a line 
corresponding to line II-II of Figure 1 . 

Referring to the drawings, a cleansing aid 
is shown having an elongate handle, gener- 

65 ally indicated 1, and a removable, generally 



C-shaped cleansing head, generally indi- 
cated 2. 

The handle 1 is, for the most part, of 
rectangular cross-section and is attached at 
one end 3 to the head 2. The handle 1 has an 70 
elbow 4 near this end 3, the arms of the 
elbow 4 being substantially straight and at 
an obtuse angle to each other. 

The shorter arm 5, between the elbow 4 
and end 3, is approximately 4 inches long 75 
and is sufficiently thin to be inserted bet- 
ween a plaster cast and a limb encased in the 
plaster. The longer arm 6 of the handle 1 is 
approximately 18 inches long and is thicker 
than the arm 5, so as to proyide greater 80 
strength, and is formed at its free end as a 
hand grip 7. The grip 7, shown, is of circular 
cross-section, but it may alternatively be of 
anyconvenient form. 

The elongate head 2 is also of substan- 85 
tially rectangular cross-section and has a 
straight longitudinal centre portion 8 and 
two curved end portions 9 which are curved 
in the same direction. The head 2 may alter- 
natively have an fully-curved C-shape. The 90 
end portions 9 are spaced apart by a dis- 
tance of approximately S to 6 inches. 

The centre portion of the head 2 is suffi- 
ciently thick to accommodate the end 3 of 
the handle 1 which fits tightly into a 95 
cooperating recess 10 in one edge of the 
centre portion 8. The curved portions 9 are 
thinner than the centre portion 8, such that 
they can be passed between the toes. 

In the illustrated embodiment the Ion- 100 
gitudinal axis of the head 2 lies in a plane 
substantially perpendicular to the plane con- 
taining the longitudinal axis of the handle 1, 
although it could alternatively be at some 
other convenient angle. Also the curved end 105 
portions 9 of the head 2 lie on one side of 
the plane containing the longitudinal axis of 
the arm 5 of the handle 1 and the longitudi- 
nal axis of the centre portion 8 of the head 
2, while the arm 6 of the handle 1 lies on the 110 
other side of this plane. Alternatively, the 
curved portions 9 and the arm 6 of the 
handle could lie on the same side of the 
aforesaid plane. 

The cleansing head 2 has bristle tufts 11, 115 
12 set in opposing faces of its centre portion 
8 although either the tufts 11 or the tufts 12 
could be omitted. Longer bristle tufts 13 are 
set into the ends of the curved portions 9 so 
that they form effective continuations of the 12.0 
ends of the curved portions 9. The bristle 
tufts 13 may be used for cleansing between 
the toes. 

The bristle tufts 11» 12 are typically 1cm. 
long while the bristle tufts 13 are typicallv 125 
2cm. long. However, the bristle tufts 11, Iz 
may be of different lengths and also of dif- 
ferent degrees of coarseness. For example 
the tufts 12 may be of soft bristles for wash- 
ing tender portions of the feet while the tufts 1 30 
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1 1 may be of coarse bristles for scrubbing 
the toe nails. 

Interchangeable cleansing heads 2 having 
different arrangements of different types of 
5 bristles, or an arrangement of bristles 
together with a pad of foam rubber or mat- 
erial may be provided in addition to the 
head 2, illustrated. 

The bristles are preferably real bristle but 
10 could be made from suitable plastics mater- 
ial. 

The alternative cleansing head 2 shown in 
Figure 2 is completely covered by a layer of 
foam-rubber 16 which in this case is stuck 

15 on to the head 2. The foam-rubber could 
alternatively be made up into a removable 
cover, having, for example, an elasticated 
opening through which the head 2 may be 
inserted into the cover, the elastic keeping 

20 the cover in place during use. The foam- 
rubber may be of a type suitable for either 
washing or drying. 

Other means of fastening the cover to the 
head could alternatively be employed. Also 

25 other covers made, for example, from towel- 
ling material for drying the feet, or from 
material suitable for applying cream or 
powder could be provided. These could 
either be attached to individually shaped 

30 cleansing heads 2, or made as removable 
covers for use with one particular head 2. 

An additional cleansing head 2, suitable 
for each stage of the shoe cleansing process, 
that is, brushing, applying polish and polish- 

35 ing, could also be provided with this embod- 
iment of the invention. 

In an alternative embodiment of the 
invention the handle is provided with a 
releasable clip which grips the cleansing 

40 head. The clip can be used for gripping 
other objects when the cleansing head is not 

, in use. 

WHAT I CLAIM IS: 

1. A personal cleansing aid for use in 
45 cleansing the feet, comprising an elongate 

handle one end portion of which is readily- 
releasably engaged with a generally 
C-shaped cleansing head intermediate the 
ends of the head such that the C-shaped sec- 
50 tion of the head lies in a plane transverse the 
longitudinal axis of the handle portion 
engaged therewith, the opposite end portion 
of the handle being provided with a hand 
grip. 

2. A personal cleansing aid as claimed in 
Qaim 1 , in which the handle has two arms 
meeting at an elbow. 

3. A personal cleansing aid as claimed in 
Claim 2, m which the two arms of the handle 
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at 



an^btuse^angle to tach 



A persoJrialx:leahsing^iid as claimed in 
3, in which the^di&^is engaged with a 



1 jperpehdici^^S^he plane of theii^3^ 
and the Jf^^mlsictf the'a^^ 



are inclined 
other. 

4. . 

Claim * 

shorter of the twp!|m|pnd^iniwhich the 
arms pf;^ithe«GTshai3^^end|fr^^ ^65^ 
shorter ami in a direction^eneraUy 6^^ 
that of the longer arm|^^e^luindle, -^^^ f ^ 

5. ; A personal cfean«ng^5s^d^^ 
Claim ^^4, :in ^ whi(^^p^transWi^ : crpss-^ >^ 
section of the heaCS^^^ffipanti^ iextent in -.70 
a direction 
C-section and 

the C-shape are suifficientlyjth be pas^ J^,^ 
sed between the toes^l^person' using the 
cleansing aid. ■ l^^^^t'^f/;: ' ■:--'#J53 

6 . A personal cleansing aid as claimed in 
Claim 5, in which theMeansing head is pro- 
vided with bristlestS^^^>??^^#f^^^^^^^ 

7. A personal cleansin|'aid as claimed in f ^^JLJ^ic^; 
Claim (6, in ^yhichhjfc^^b^r^tle 

includes bristles ^se^jri^ach^^^^ pf the^?^p^|| 
cleansing head so^as|to^ffi 
of the respective^arm^tl^C^^ 

8. ^* 'A personal cieansm^^^^ 
Claim 6.X)r^Glaim^J^^>|hich^%eJlm^ 
anrahgementiriclu(iesibristlesjs^^^ 
portion of the l^a|^^P|^^^^>;^W^ 

.9. : A pefsbnal^leansin^^^ 
in Claim 5;~in^Juc^^^^msir^ lias^S 
cover of foamfmbS&^gtc^ 
H ip;?^SS^er^^ 
in any preceding^yi|mpfi|wiKich^^^ 
portion of the haindl^^michgthS^ 
attached has a f ec^gidan|riM^ 
cleansing head havingl^boperating rec6§^1 
in which the end is alc^fit)^^^ ^ 'M'^M 

11. Ai)ersonal cleansing ^aid as clauned 
in any of Claims 1 t^9|lu^hi<dh^^^^^^ 
is provided .withi^^^p^h^ 
cleansing head. S^^^^^&^-M .^'^ ^-'^^ 

12. A personal cleansii^ aid as claimed J 
in any one of aaiip^l|to :9, in w^ the ' 
handle is snap enga§eal>le2wi^^^^^^ 

13. A personal clei^ing aid^^s^ claimed 
in any preceding claim^in which the cleans- 105 
ing head is formed >p^ito cooperate with 
removable bristle sections and/or removable 
covers.' ' ' 

14. A personal pleaiisin^^^^ 
tially as herein descn^^^th reference to,^^^ 
and as shown in,1tti^ocOTipanying draw^^ 
ings. ■ " v ■■^•^1 
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